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Order of Hanigari in 1847, which also adopted
friendly society features. The Actors' Order
of Friendship, organized in 1849, was the first
distinctly American fraternal society, although
the Improved Order of Red Men formed in
1834, afterward developed beneficiary features.

At the beginning, no attention was paid to
the need of creating a reserve fund to meet the
increasing demands of an aging membership.
In recent years, however, the larger and better
known societies have had the wisdom to in-
crease their rates of assessment, graded accord-
ing to age, and to provide for a reserve against
the evil hour of epidemic, disaster, and the
draught of a heavily increased membership of
advanced age.

In 1886 the National Fraternal Congress
was organized by a number of the older and
larger fraternal societies, with the aim of secur-
ing uniform laws in the United States and
Canada. Accordingly, in 1900-01 a bill was
suggested by the Congress to the legislatures
of several States, but the bill was everywhere
defeated. In 1901 a second joint association
of fraternal societies, the Associated Fraterni-
ties of America, was organized for the purpose
of opposing further legislation until public
opinion should be so modified as to permit the
fullest possible freedom to the societies in their
adoption of adequate rates. In 1912 the two
associations were united, and co-operated in
support of the Mobile Bill, a measure provid-
ing for the valuation of beneficiary societies
and the increase of assessments sufficient to
make them legally solvent.

The organization of fraternal societies, based
on the principle of representative government,
includes a supreme body elected by the local
lodges or chapters, and local bodies enjoying
immediate jurisdiction in their districts. Each
society has its own constitution, by-laws, rules,
and regulations, and it exercises without right
of appeal both discretionary and punitive ad-
ministration to its members. The executive
head and other high officers are members of
the supreme council. The supreme body pays
permanent disability and death benefits, makes
laws for the society as a whole, and in most
cases elects officers. In some of the newer
organizations the grand jurisdiction is omitted
or replaced by election districts. The ritual,
mottoes, symbols, and pass words of each
society are withheld from non-members, con-
stituting its secret element.

See SECRET SOCIETIES; also separate articles
on the individual fraternal societies. Consult
Anderson's Valuation and Readjustment of As-

sessment   Companies  and   Fraternal Societies

Fraternities, College, or Greek-Letter
Societies, are social and literary organizations
of students at American universities and col-
leges. The titles of nearly all these societies
are Greek letters, which usually refer to mot-
toes or watchwords; and these, with the ac-
companying grips and words, constitute the
leading secrets imparted to novitiates,
The first society of American origin with a
Greek-letter name was Phi Beta Kappa, which
was founded on Dec. 5, 1776, at the College
of William and Mary, in Virginia. Phi Beta
Kappa was a secret society, and its objects
were social enjoyment and the cultivation of
literature. A chapter was established at Yale
in 1780, and another at Harvard in 1781.
When the approach of a British fleet caused
the suspension of William and Mary in 1781,
Phi Beta Kappa had enrolled fifty members,
the most noted being John Marshall, who be-
came Chief Justice of the United States, and
Bushrod Washington, a nephew of George
Washington. In 1787 Harvard and Yale chap-
ters joined in establishing a chapter at Dart-
mouth. The next chapters chartered were
those at Union in 1817; Bowdoin, 1825; Brown,
1830; Trinity, 1845; and Wesleyan, 1845. The
society was restored at William and Mary in
1849.
Owing to the prejudice against secret so-
cieties aroused by the anti-Masonic excitement
which prevailed throughout the United States
for a number of years, the secrets of Phi Beta
Kappa were exposed to the public in 1831.
After that time Phi Beta Kappa became merely
an honorary college society, in which member-
ship was conferred as a reward for scholarship.
Women were first admitted to Phi Beta Kappa
in 1875. I*1 I^^3 a national organization of
the chapters was effected by the adoption of a
constitution for *The United Chapters of the
Phi Beta Kappa Society.* There are now
chapters in seventy-eight institutions. In 1898
a charter was granted for a chapter at Vassar,
and since then chapters have been established
at several other colleges for women.
The establishment of Phi Beta Kappa at
Union in 1817 led to the organization there of
Kappa Alpha in 1825, and within two year?
two other Greek-letter societies were estab-
lished there, Sigma Phi and Delta Phi. Of the.
older organizations, Alpha Delta Phi, Psi Up-
silon, and Delta Kappa Epsilon are the historic
three which have faced each other at leading
older colleges, and they rank as leaders to-day,
Kappa Alpha, Sigma Phi, Delta Phi, and Delta